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A BILL

for 

AN ORDINANCE

To provide for the regulation of the treatment of animals kept for slaughter; to provide for the regulation of abattoirs; and to provide for the treatment of meat products in the course of export or domestic trade.
BE IT ENACTED by the Legislature of the Falkland Islands (
Introductory provisions

1.  Title
This Ordinance is the Livestock and Meat Products Ordinance 2010.
2.  Commencement

This Ordinance comes into force upon publication in the Gazette.
3.  Interpretation
(1) In this Ordinance—

“abattoir” has the meaning given by subsection (2), 
“designated abattoir” has the meaning given by subsection (3);

“domestic purposes” has the meaning given by subsection (4); 

“EU” means the European Union;

“EU legislation” means a Directive, Regulation or any other legislation enacted by an institution of the European Union;

“export season” has the meaning given by subsection (5); 

“meat” includes meat products and other animal products;

“Notice” has the meaning given by section 10;
“Regulations” means regulations made by the Governor;

“UK legislation” means—

(i) an Act of Parliament,

(ii) an Act of the Scottish Parliament,
(iii) an Act of the Northern Ireland Assembly,
(iv) an Act or Measure of the National Assembly for Wales, and

(v) an enactment or instrument under legislation specified in paragraphs (i) to (iv).
(2) “Abattoir” includes any place used or intended to be used for the slaughtering of animals.
(3) “Designated abattoir” means an abattoir designated by Notice for the purpose of producing meat for export to a Member State of the EU.

(4) “Domestic purposes” means purposes other than export and, in particular, includes—

(a)
commercial and non-commercial purposes, and

(b)
supply for consumption on board a vessel.
(5) “Export season” means a period in each calendar year which—


(a)
begins on a date designated by Notice, and


(b)
ends on a date designated by Notice.
Regulations
4. Power to make regulations
(1) Regulations may make provision about any aspect of—
(a) importing animals into the Falkland Islands;

(b) the conditions under which animals are kept;
(c) carrying out medical, chemical or other tests on animals;
(d) the slaughtering of animals;

(e) the disposal of dead animals (whether or not slaughtered);

(f) the treatment of animals and meat at abattoirs before and after slaughter;

(g) the treatment of meat in the course of export or domestic trade (including retail);

(h) carrying out chemical or other tests on meat;
(i) the disposal of waste produced in the course of slaughtering animals or preparing meat;

(j) importing meat into the Falkland Islands.

(2) In subsection (1) “animals” means animals of a kind that are commonly kept for slaughter.

(3) Regulations under subsection (1) may—

(a) make provision that applies only during the export season;

(b) make provision that applies only outside the export season;

(c) make provision that applies differently during and outside the export season.

(4) Regulations under subsection (1) may—
(a) make provision that applies only to designated abattoirs;

(b) make provision that applies only to non-designated abattoirs;

(c) make provision that applies differently to designated and non-designated abattoirs.

(5) Regulations under subsection (1) may—
(a) make provision that applies only to slaughtering and meat for export;

(b) make provision that applies only to slaughtering and meat for domestic purposes;

(c) make provision that applies differently in relation to slaughtering and meat for export and for domestic purposes.

(6) Regulations under subsection (1) may—
(a) make different provision for different purposes;

(b) make provision that applies generally or only for specified purposes;

(c) may include incidental or consequential provision (which may, in particular, amend other legislation so as to introduce a reference to the regulations).
5. Application of EU law
(1) Regulations under section 4(1) may, in particular, include any provision which the Governor thinks necessary or desirable for permitting or facilitating the export of meat to Member States of the EU.

(2) The regulations may provide for specified EU legislation to apply.

(3)  Application by virtue of subsection (2) may be—

(a) subject to modifications specified in the regulations;
(b) subject to such modifications as may be specified by Notice.
(4) The regulations may provide for the automatic application of—
(a) any amendment made to EU legislation applied by the regulations (whether made before or after the making or commencement of the regulations);

(b) any legislative or administrative instrument made under or by virtue of EU legislation applied by the regulations (whether made before or after the making or commencement of the regulations).
(5) Regulations applying EU legislation may—

(a) specify exceptions;

(b) allow exceptions to be provided by Notice;

(c) confer power to grant exemptions.
(6) Regulations must make provision about marks and certificates required in connection with export to Member States of the EU; and the regulations must, in particular, require the Senior Veterinary Officer to make arrangements to ensure that the marks and certificates are used only at designated abattoirs during the export season.

6. Application of UK law
(1) Regulations under section 4(1) may provide for specified UK legislation to apply. 
(2)  Application by virtue of subsection (1) may be—

(a) subject to modifications specified in the regulations;

(b) subject to such modifications as may be specified by Notice.

(3) The regulations may provide for the automatic application of—

(a) any amendment made to UK legislation applied by the regulations (whether made before or after the making or commencement of the regulations);

(b) any legislative or administrative instrument made under or by virtue of UK legislation applied by the regulations (whether made before or after the making or commencement of the regulations).
(4) Regulations applying UK legislation may—

(a) specify exceptions;
(b) allow exceptions to be provided by Notice;

(c) confer power to grant exemptions. 

7. Officials
(1) In this Ordinance—

(a) “Senior Veterinary Officer” means the Senior Veterinary Officer of the Department of Agriculture,

(b) “Official Veterinarian” means an official of that Department appointed as an Official Veterinarian, and

(c) Meat Hygiene Inspector means an official of that Department appointed as a Meat Hygiene Inspector.

(2) In the exercise of functions under or in connection with Regulations under section 4(1)—

(a) the Senior Veterinary Officer is not subject to the direction or control of any person or authority,

(b) Official Veterinarians and Meat Hygiene Inspectors are not subject to the direction or control of any person other than the Senior Veterinary Officer.

(3) Regulations under section 4(1) may confer functions (including discretionary functions) on—

(a) the Senior Veterinary Officer;

(b) other veterinary officers;

(c) Meat Hygiene Inspectors.

(4) Regulations under section 4(1) may make provision by reference to arrangements to be made by—


(a)
the Senior Veterinary Officer;


(b)
the Department of Agriculture.

(5) The Senior Veterinary Officer is the “competent authority” for the purposes of any EU legislation applied by or under Regulations under section 4(1).
(6) The Senior Veterinary Officer may authorise persons to carry out functions under or in connection with Regulations under section 4(1); and subsection (2)(b) applies to those persons.
8. Licences and certificates
Regulations under section 4(1) may make provision for slaughtering and export to be controlled by a system of licensing or certificates (or both). 
9. Enforcement
(1) Regulations under section 4(1) may include provision for enforcement.

(2) In particular, the regulations may—

(a) create criminal offences;

(b) provide for the imposition of civil penalties;

(c) confer power to serve notices and make provision about the consequences of the service of notices;

(d) confer jurisdiction on a court or tribunal;

(e) include provision for forfeiture of goods or equipment;

(f) confer powers of entry, search and seizure;

(g) require the provision of information;

(h) confer powers to require the provision of information.

(3) If the regulations create an offence they may provide for a maximum penalty of—

(a) 6 months' imprisonment,

(b) a fine of level 6 on the standard scale, or

(c) a combination.
10.
Notices 

(1)
In this Act “Notice” means a notice given by the Governor.

(2) The Governor must publish any notice under this Ordinance as soon as reasonably practicable (but a notice may take effect before being published).

11. Repeals

(1) Regulations under section 4(1) may include provision for the repeal or revocation of any Ordinance or other legislation if the Governor thinks the repeal or revocation necessary or desirable in consequence of the Regulations.
(2) Provision under this section may—


(a)
apply to specified legislation generally or only to a specified extent or for specified purposes;


(b)
include transitional provision or savings.

__________________________
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